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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In the non-final Office Action mailed March 13, 2006, claims 1-12 were rejected under 
35 U.SC. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards a$ the invention. 

Claims 1-9, 11 and 12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as >eing anticipated by 
Avitall (U.S. Patent No. 5 9 702 s 438). 

Claim 10 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being antici>ated by or, in the 
altemative T under 35 U.S.C. 103faJ as being obvious over AvitalL 

prejudice or disclaimer. 

Claim 1 has been amended so that the terms "contracted posit on" and 'expanded 
position*' are consistent with the terms "contract" and "expand" in the claui. Claim 2 has been 
amended to claim " a series of st mts comprising a first strut a second stn L_afejr^sMLgnda 
fourth strut ." In view of these amendments, it is respectfully submitted tha' the rejections under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, have been rendered moot. 

Claim 1 has been amended to claim "an elongate central portion 1 saving a longitudinal 
center of axis" and "the s pan forming a paddle surface, the paddle surface laving a l<mgitudinal 
center of axis parallel to the longitudinal center of axis of the elongate cen ral portion when the 
paddle surface is in the expanded position " No such paddle surface is taugl t in Avitall. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that pending claims 1-12 are in 
condition for allowance. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone 
number provided below, should it be deemed necessary to facilitate prosecution of the 
application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF LTD. 
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Dated: June 12, 2006 




Robert H. Resis 
Registration No. 32,168 
Direct Dial; (312) 463-5405 
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